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For 25 years now, AQED has been part of daily life
for homeschooling families. We have come a long
way since 1997! To celebrate our 25th anniversary,
we wanted to offer parents from all over the pro-
vince a magazine that sheds light on homeschoo-

ling and its many facets.

Homeschooling sometimes comes as a natural
choice. Some families plan to homeschool even
before they welcome their first child. For others,
it comes as a discovery following the curveballs
and surprises that life throws at them. One thing
leads to another, and in trying to find the tools to
better support their child, they discover a whole
new world of possibilities. Sometimes, when the
families learn about homeschooling, the choice
becomes clear. Other times, parents flirt with the
idea until they become confident enough to give
it a try. And let's not forget all the families for
whom homeschooling was imposed; whether it
be because of Covid, health concerns (physical or
mental), following a traumatic event, or because
they found it hard for their child's needs to be met

within the school system.

It goes without saying that taking on the res-
ponsibility of your children's education repre-
sents a huge undertaking. Whether you have been
dreaming of this for a while or not, you might

feel intimidated by the required organization or

J s
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of Homeschoollng

the administrative load that comes with it. Many
questions might come to mind: where do we start?
What methods do we want to use? What if we fail
to reach our goals? The truth is, there are as many
ways to homeschool as there are homeschooling

families.

Fortunately, AQED brings together close to 2000
member-families, with different backgrounds
and different realities, who are happy to come
togethertohelp each other. We have had the chance
(and the privilege) to count on many of these well-
experienced families in putting together this first

edition of the MagAQED.

In it, you will discover an incredible amount of
information, advice, interviews, and testimonials,
each more diverse than the last, that will allow you
to break taboos and discover the richness that is
hidden behind this lifestyle. Our hope is that you
will find answers to your questions, useful tools,
and most importantly, the inspiration and confi-
dence needed to start or continue this journey

with your children, young and old.

What if you could offer them a personalized

education with confidence?

The MAGAQED team
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AQED works to promote, support and defend homeschooling in Quebec.

Since 1997, AQED has been informing, inspiring and bringing

parent-educators together across the province.

AQED aims to democratize
family learning. We want
a world where this educational
choice is recognized
for its true value,
and where parents

feel confident in offering

a customized

education to
their children.

Trust
Respect
Mutual-Aid
Collaboration
Diversity
Inclusion
Fulfillment
Curiosity
Open-mindedness

Educational freedom



About AQED?

At AQED, we know that, as a parent, you are the person who cares most about your child's
education and well-being. We believe that homeschooling should be an enjoyable and rewar-
ding experience. That said, the administrative framework can bring its share of worries,
confusion and frustration to your educational endeavors.

Don't worry, AQED is here to support you!

Here's how:

RAISING AWARENESS

Join the largest community of parent-educators in Quebec,
and offer your children a personalized education with confidence.



HOMESCHOOLING

It is illegal to
homeschool.

N ¢ CANADA

Homeschooling has always been
legal in Canada. The conditions
are regulated by each province

for their territory. In 2016,
approximately 60,000 children
were homeschooled in the country.

MY e UNITED STATES

The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled in
favor of homeschooling, but the support
for and regulation of homeschooling
remain at the discretion of each state.
In 2019, nearly 2 million children were
being homeschooled in the country.

Homeschooling is legal, but
registration is required. The process
can be long and complicated.

Parents must apply to the
Provincial Education Council | e eeesent
to obtain permission to homeschool.

In 2018, the Brazilian Supreme Court ruled that homeschooling is
constitutional, and that regulations should be put in place. In 2019, a bill
was put in place to legalize homeschooling with annual exams. In 2021, over
35,000 youth were homeschooling.

6 | SEPTEMBER 2022



i e UNITED KINGDOM

Homeschooling has been illegal
since 1919, with a few exceptions.
No exceptions are granted for
religious or educational reasons.
Exceptions are sometimes granted
for seriously ill children, children
of diplomats, or rarely, children
working as actors, for example.
The practice of homeschooling

Parents are legally responsible for ensuring that their
child receives an effective, full time education that is
appropriate to their age, abilities, aptitudes and special
needs. This education can be through school or any other
option. There is no requirement to declare your status as
a family educator. Regulations are slightly different in
Scotland and Ireland. In 2018, it was estimated that
nearly 60,000 children were being educated at home.

is severely punished, going as far
as imprisonment, in some cases.

.
.®

.
.
.
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Homeschooling is not widely practiced, but is legal. Parents are
responsible for providing compulsory education for their child,
and progress is supervised by the municipality. Parents are free
to set their own curriculum, as are schools. Only a few national

principles must be followed.
% © AUSTRALIA
Homeschooling is popular and has a fairly good

reputation. Registration with the government
isrequired and regulations may vary from state
to state. It is estimated that about 30,000 young
people are homeschooled in Australia.

The government has established

a separate agency to oversee
homeschooling. It's actually an open
school system, where young people
can learn anywhere and are required
to sit for examinations conducted by
the National Open School Institute. A
Approximately half a million Open
School enrollments take place each year.

It is clear that in all countries where homeschooling
is legal, the number of families opting for this form of
education is increasing exponentially each year. The
reasons for making this choice are both varied, and
similar from one country to another.

7 | MAG AQED
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ACROSS

Parents are only required to register their
children as homeschooled with the local school
by September 30 of each year. Learning is not
supervised by a “qualified” teacher, is not subject
to provincial expectations, nor is it inspected by
the Ministry of Education. Youth in grades 10, 11
and 12 can register for an online course and declare
themselves as homeschoolers.

IN SASKATCHEWAN

Parents who choose to homeschool must select

and direct an appropriate educational program
based on the child’s age and ability. The parent
or guardian responsible for home education
must have legal custody of the child. Parents
must provide notice and a written educational
plan to the school division to which they belong.
The plan must include the philosophical
approach and rationale for choosing to
homeschool, the educational activities, teaching
methods and resources that will be used, the
means of assessment that will be used to record
each child's progress, and the areas of study and
learning outcomes that will be addressed in the
coming year. School divisions may also offer
services such as assessment, distance education
and support for high school credits.

In Canada, it is perfectly legal to homeschool.
However, the regulations differ from pro-
vince to province. Some are more strict,
while others are very flexible.

Here is an overview of the regulations in
provinces and territories across the country.

IN ALBERTA

Parents have several options. First, they can
choose to affiliate with a school board or a private
school. They are fully responsible for planning and
providing for their child's education, but they are
assigned a teacher to answer questions and evaluate
the child twice a year. Families have free choice
of curriculum and pedagogy. Parents have the
opportunity to choose between the ministerial
exams in grades 3, 6 and 9, or to complete an
alternative assessment approved by the associated
teacher. It is necessary to keep a record of learning.
It is also possible to enroll the child in a hybrid
program. These options allow a portion of the costs
to be covered by the school or associated school
board through provincial government grants.
It is also possible to pursue an unsubsidized
homeschooling program. In this case, it is only
necessary to notify the Minister of Education.
Parents take full responsibility for planning,
managing, providing and evaluating their child’s
education. They must put in place a plan that
enables the child to achieve appropriate learning
goals, but are not required to share this informa-
tion with the Minister. No subsidy is available
in this case.

IN PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

It is only necessary to provide written notice of
the intention to homeschool. Textbooks can be
borrowed for a $50 refundable deposit.




IN MANITOBA

Parent-educators must notify the Minister by
form of their intention to homeschool, at the
time of the decision, or by September 1, accom-
panied by a learning plan. Progress reports must
be submitted in January and June of each year.
A designated liaison may communicate with
families regarding their plan or the child's
progress. Mandatory subjects are language arts,
math, science and social studies, however it
is not necessary to follow the provincial
curriculum. There is no requirement to write
ministerial exams. There is no subsidy avai-
lable for family educators. A parent may teach
children from two families.

g
Parents who choose to homeschool should
provide written notice to their school board.
No further procedure is required unless the school
board has reasonable concerns about the quality
of instruction the child is receiving. Parents can
use the curriculum and learning methods that
best suit their family and can access a variety of
resources upon request.

2.

=l
Parents must obtain an annual written approval
from the Director of Education. It is the duty
of the Director to determine if the proposed
learning plan provides satisfactory instruction,
and is in the best interest of the child. Only
curricula approved by the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development
will be accepted. If the parent-educator uses
the provincial curriculum, the parent-
educator will receive the resources provided
by the Department of Education for teachers,
and the child will have access to the resources
provided by the school. The child must undergo
the various assessments required by the Director.

IN NOVA SCOTIA

Parents must inform the Department of
Education and Early Childhood of their intent
to homeschool. They must register using a form
that includes a learning plan at the beginning of
the school year, and must provide a student
progress report in June.

IN NEW BRUNSWICK

Parents are required to complete an annual
homeschooling application form and submit
it to their school district. The application must
be approved by the Minister of Education. In
order to provide an effective education in the
eyes of the law, the curriculum must include
the following subjects: English, mathematics,
science, technology, social studies, health, career
development, French, music, art and physical
education. Neither schools nor school districts
are required to provide resources for home
schooled youth. In order to ensure an effective
education for their child, parents have a duty
to document their learning and assess their
progress at regular intervals. It is possible to
register your child for provincial testing at the
beginning of the school year. Homeschoolers are
not eligible for obtaining a high school diploma.

IN NORTHWEST L
TERRITORIES

Parents must register with a local school and
are supervised by an authority from the school
district. The school in which the family is registe-
red must evaluate and support the home education
program. Youth who wish to graduate from high
school must follow the territory's curriculum. It is
recommended to keep a portfolio. The child must
be assessed twice per school year.

9 | MAG AQED
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Parents who wish to homeschool in English must
register with Aurora Virtual School, and those
families educating in French must register with
Ecole Nomade. The British Columbia curricu-
lum must guide the education of Yukon children.
Parents must provide a learning plan, register
their child for mandatory testing and ensure that
their child’s learning is assessed at least twice
a year. Financial support is available for some
services and resources. A portfolio must be kept
throughout the home education program.

EES Y ]

Parents must register with their school and inform
the District of Education or the Nunavut Franco-
phone School Board. They monitor the homeschooling
program and reimburse parents for costs incurred,
up to a maximum of $1000. Alearning plan that meets
the minimum provincial curriculum standards must
be approved. Estimated costs must be included in
the plan. Parents must provide two assessments per
year, using the method previously agreed upon with
the Director, and implement any necessary changes.
The child agrees to actively participate in his or her
education and in parent-director meetings.

a
oy

Homeschooling is more than just "school-at-home” - it is a way of life.

In fact, homeschooling is when parents take full
responsibility for their child's education as an
alternative to full-time school attendance. The peda-
gogical approach chosen, the schedule, as well as the
motivations for this educational choice are varied.

Since the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic, we have confronted a new
reality: that of distance learning.
Often confused with homeschooling,
distance learning is actually

quite different.

In distancelearning, children are enrolled in a schoo],
which provides them with the materials necessary,
and is responsible for their learning, both face-
to-face and at a distance.

In the case of homeschooling, you, the parent, are
fully responsible for your child's education. You are
responsible for providing an educational experience
that is tailored to your child's needs and best inte-
rests.

Furthermore, as you are under the authority of the
Direction de l'enseignement a la maison (DEM),
which governs and supervises home education in
Quebec, you must follow the procedures prescri-
bed by law. For more details on this subject, you can
consult the OVERVIEW SECTION, under Obliga-
tions, on the AQED website.



Many names, one colorful reality

Just as homeschooling offers flexibility in every
aspect, it has many names, which speak to its
richness:

» home education (the term most often
used by AQED),

» homeschooling (a term used in the law and
by the Direction de I'enseignement a la
maison),

» home learning,
» unschooling,

» avariety of terms in French: éducation a
domicile (EAD), enseignement a la maison,
instruction en famille (IEF), apprentissages
en famille (AEF), scolarisation a domicile,
école a la maison, école-maison

» and others.

Materials

When you choose to homeschool, you are also
responsible for choosing and purchasing educational
materials for your child. Depending on your budget,
your purchasing preferences (used or new) and your
child's needs, you get to decide what resources you will
use. For example, you could create your own games
or materials that are perfectly adapted to your child.
This is not only a tailor-made solution, but also a
cost-effective one. In any case, it is important to be
resourceful and curious to find the best allies for your
child.

To give you some pointers, we suggest you read the
following article: FIVE SIMPLE ITEMS TO USE WHEN
HOMESCHOOLING, on the AQED website.

Schedule

Who says learning can only happen during certain
times of the day? In homeschooling, we have a great
deal of flexibility in scheduling time for learning.
We don't need to have fixed time slots; we can navi-
gate our days based on our child's energy, activities,
interests, etc..

OVERVIEW OF REQUIREMENTS IN QUEBEC

Written notice Learning Project

Monitoring Meeting

Final Report

’7

Midterm Report

Status Report

Annual Evaluation
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HOMESCHQOLING IN QUEBEC
ineuUne

By the AQED team with the help of Adéle Dufour

From 2002 to 2010, authorities are on a witch hunt: the vast majority of
home schoolers do not declare their status to authorities for fear of reprisals.
AQED meets several times with the Ministry of Education to discuss the issues
and to put in place a regulation on homeschooling that

protects parents and children.
=

The “Guide de la bonne entente” is published by The school boards insist that

AQED. This guide explains to parents their rights and homeschooling is illegal, the DPJ is
duties towards the appropriate authorities. It is also the very active and, in most cases, children
starting point for all negotiations with the government. are removed from their family environ-
It takes two special general meetings for the members ment with judges’ consent. AQED sets
to vote in favour of the revised version of the guide. up its legal committee to defend its
The government issues its ministerial guidelines. members against abuse.

Its document is largely based on the Good

Housekeeping Guide.

AQED is consulted early

in the process of changing
the Education Act to

establish clear guidelines

for home education. AQED

is invited to participate in the

parliamentary commission

and the National Round Table New regulations go into effect and the One year after
on Home Education. Real Direction de I'Enseignement a la Maison the regulation
progress is being made. There (DEM) is created. This will have the effect was implemented,
is recognition of the differences || of centralizing and harmonizing procedures, the new Minister
between public school and but also adds an administrative burden to of Education
homeschooling and that it is not parents. Quebec becomes the province implements a
necessary to confine learning requiring the most surveillance and new regulation
to the Quebec Education Plan documentation on home education. requiring family
(QEP) and Progression of The Round Table is suspended in

Learning (PoL)ina August of 2018, preceding the

homeschooling context. provincial election.

QEP : Quebec Education Plan  PolL : Progression of Learning



1948

1988

Lieutenant-Governor Eugene An exemption is added to section

Fiset assents to the Act to
establish compulsory school
attendance for all children
between the ages of six

and fourteen.

Statistics Canada profiles home education in Canada. It is
noted that unlike the other provinces and territories, the
Quebec Ministry of Education does not collect data on
homeschooling. There is no consensus on how to handle the
files and the information is not centralized.

Marguerite Corriveauy, Lauraine Gouin and Marie Tremblay
found AQED, the first secular and bilingual homeschooling
association.

The entire world is plunged into the
Covid-19 pandemic. The number of
homeschooling families explodes.
AQED’'s membership doubles over a
short period of time. AQED takes its place
as aleader in the field of home education.

educators to follow the QEP The school system uses several digital
and demonstrate learning means to provide distance education
progress according to the for its students. In most cases, classes
PoL. It becomes mandatory are held on platforms such as Zoom
for children to attend follow-up and Teams. Children must be
meetings. Ministerial exams connected to their screens a

become mandatory as of the minimum number of hours per day.
2021-2022 school year. The This practice is often mistakenly

new regulations also require associated with homeschooling.
parents to comply with any

other terms and conditions
dictated by the government.

15.4 of the Education Act
regarding homeschooled
children: [A child is] exempt
from compulsory school
attendance if [they are]
provided, at home,
instruction and a
learning experience
which, according

to an evaluation

made by or for the
school board, are
equivalent to what is
provided at school.

The various associations for
homeschooling in Quebec join
forces to demand the reopening

of the round table. This request is
refused. Legal steps are taken to put
an end to the obligation of ministerial
examinations. The first mandatory
ministerial exams were held, adding

a huge burden to home-

educating families.
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HOMESCHOOLI

BY THE NUMBE

In the spring of 2021, AQED conducted a survey
of parent-educators in order to have a clearer °1;:
picture of homeschooling in Quebec. Here is 7 02 f a I I l I | I e S

some of the data we collectefi from that survey. respon ded to the survey
Some numbers might surprise you!

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

These families represent high school

1544 children
of which 8 92 are homeschooled

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MANY NEW FACE
80% e

elementary

How long respondents have
been homeschooling?

of families affirmed that

religion plays little to no

role in their lives : Not Less than 1-2 2-5 More than

yet 1year years years 5 years

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

To P 5 47 ()/ of families ;\R’% or more
o e e O  have kids

. median household income in
responding homescooling families

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

A ersonallzed diversified educatlon

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

When asked, "Do these approaches inspire your educational philosophy?” parent-educators answered yes to..

17 % 18 % 45 % 59%’ 60%’ 70%

Classical Education  Methods of Montessori, Traditional Project or theme- Unschooling Traditional for the
(based on the trivium)  Frenet, Mason, Waldorf schooling based education basic subjects



A critical view of the Quebec school system and the desire for greater

parental involvement are the reasons most-cited for the decision to
homeschool.

with learning disabilities

(intellectual disability, giftedness, ASD, motor impairments, etc.)

7 o % of respondents reported having at least one child
L

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Moms, dads
and other
helpers
(but mostly

moms!)

Level of

involvement in child’s
homeschooling

- not involved
+ really involved

347 providers of various professional services
(psychologists, occupational therapists, social workers,
psycho educators etc.) support families who need it.

Of these, [JaVA Yo &H4:LE] services are provided and paid
for by the Quebec School Service Centers/School Boards.

All others are hired by the families themselves.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Percentage

of parents

who have

enriching

: : css/
interactions AQED SB

Parent A (often mom)

+ [
Parent B (often dad)
- with : The DEM

© 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

1. https//www.lapresse.ca/actualites/education/2020-09-11/diplomes-universitaires-I-ecart-
Parents Say that theY % se-creuse-entre-les-hommes-et-les-femmes.php
are Satj_sﬁed or Very () Enquete pour préparer une réflexion stratégique & 'AQED, mai 2021
Other member of the family Nl
. . . https://www.freepik.com/vectors/people-icon">People icon vector created by muammark
- satisfied with their 2
O https.//www.freepik.com/vectors/people-icon”>People icon vector created by muammark
+ ChOlCe tO hOIneSChOO].. U) https://www.freepik.com/vectors/child-icon”>Child icon vector created by freepik

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Among parent-educators

2 5 o 5 % who responded, it's...

of adults aged 25-64
in Quebec hold a
university diploma*

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

The portfolio:

The Crowd Favorite

Other acquaintance

Person or organization
(free service)

Person or organization
(in-person service)

. ! The portfolio and evaluation
by a holder of a teachin .
o o , g choose to choose evaluation
Person or organization license dominate the choice
(online service) of end-of-year evaluation. present a by the holder of
- Between them, they account portfolio a teaching license

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

+1 for nearly 17 out of 20 cases.
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Anais Lauzon-Laurin was homeschooled between 1993 and
2000, alternating with school attendance. She then continued
her studies to become a medical specialist in microbiology-
infectiology. Her family now homeschools their two children at
the primary school level. She tells us about her journey.

My parents had thought about the educational approach they hoped to take before
they even started their family. They wanted it to be meaningful for their children
and based on their children's initiatives and interests. In 1993, they had to accept
that the school in their village would not offer this to their two daughters. They
therefore began a journey that was still rare at the time: home-education.

My younger sister and I used traditional workbooks, the
contents of which were easily finished before the end of the
morning. This gave us plenty of free time for other lear-
ning. The family farm was full of opportunities for discove-
ry: planning for sowing and harvesting, caring for animals,
dealing with suppliers and customers, and more. My father
was with us, all while taking care of the business. My mo-
ther worked outside of the home and managed the necessa-
ry paperwork, all while participating in our education.

The original plan was to complete our primary education
at home. I had spent the first four years in school. The re-
maining two years went by quickly and I worked with my
parents to choose a high school. The transition was fairly
easy: I made friends, joined committees and participated in
school shows. Academic success was in the making. But by
the time I entered my second year of high school, I felt like
something was missing to really make it happen.

| felt held back, both in my ability,
and in my creative and curious
impulses. There was little room
for student-driven projects.

Most of all, | knew there was a
better place for me: home!

17 | MAG AQED
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So I asked my parents to reconsider
the project. It was a challenge for them
because, at the time, there were no
other families around us homeschoo-
ling at the high school level. They also
wondered how they could support me
in the sciences, which were not in their
own academic background. But, they
decided to take on the challenge again,
with both of their daughters. My youn-
ger sister never set foot in high school.

I was able to manage my schedule
according to my projects and crea-
tive endeavors. I adopted a structure
of half-day work periods in the same
subject, because I felt that it suited
me. [ also had time, space (mental) and
safety (psychological) to define myself
as a developing adult. It was during
this time that my career choice was
solidified. I was fascinated by the
interactions between microbes and
animals (including humans). I conti-
nued to work on this subject in college,
university and now, every day, at work.

During my high school years at home,
I maintained several activities outside
the home: vocal ensemble, theater,
sports and various volunteer work.
The family business often brought us
into contact with a variety of adults. I
incorporated the concepts that a friend
is not defined by age and that we can
learn from all of our interactions,
every day, without all of the lessons
being planned in advance.

The pursuit of CEGEP was smooth. I
had chosen a program that suited me
with stimulating academic challen-

ges and varied content. I was also
involved in the student newspaper
and the Génies en herbe team, as well
as providing informal tutoring to
classmates.

Transferring to
university for medical
school was also easy,

academically and socially.

I joined the theater group and the stu-

dent union. I can honestly say that I
brought amaturity that was sometimes
lacking in students older than I was.
On the academic side, the approach
was very traditional, but allowed for
some flexibility in the semester to do
internships in research laboratories.
There I found my favorite challenge:
new projects in a new context.

Similarly, my sister ex-
perienced the transition
to CEGEP (in a technical
program) in a seamless
way. She got involved in
many projects and was
able to network, which
she still uses in her work.

After 10 years of univer-
sity studies, I came back
to my region to practice
my profession. I have been
here for 10 years now and
I still love it.




I have also taken on new challen-
ges: management roles and project
development. I am always looking for
new knowledge and skills that I can
bring to my work environment.

I am a motivated learner and have
developed an interest in continuing
education. As a physician, it is essential
to always be studying to be up-to-date
and to become a better professional.
Continuous development is needed
on this topic: how to improve skills
other than expertise (communication,
collaboration, professionalism, etc.)
and how to integrate various teaching
modalities (simulations, workshops,
online courses, mentoring). It is no
coincidence that I am interested in
knowledge acquisition, as I have been
conscious, since high school, of the
learning processes that were taking
place (or not) within me. I hope to
be able to contribute to making skill
maintenance effective and enjoyable
for my colleagues.

In fact, |am SO pleased with the benefits

I have experienced from homeschooling
that | convinced my spouse to embark on this
adventure with our children in 2018.
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He is the one who is with
them at home day-to-day.
He accompanies them in
acquiring their autonomy
to learn and in maintaining
their spontaneous moti-
vation. Things are going
welll They are both ahead
for their age, but above all,
always curious! Nowadays,
there are teaching resources
everywhere, in various me-
dia. Our children have even
more freedom to explore
than those of my generation.
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This testimony is touching for us, the parents
of Anais, because the role of parent-
educator comes with a great desire to do the
best for our children, but also with the doubt
of making the right decisions.

Because of my training in education, and
because of the educational values shared with
Serge Laurin, Anais’ father, we did indeed
think a lot about the educational approach
that would have the best chance of develo-
ping the pleasure of being a life-long learner.
The traditional school system quickly showed
us that it would not achieve this objective.
Despite our involvement in the school's
Governing Board and the organization of a
conference on the theme "Happiness at school,
it can be developed”, we had to face the facts:
our daughters’ school did not share the vision
of an education that was more open, creative,
and based on the interests of the children, who
are the main architects of their own learning.
It was, however, possible, since some alter-
native schools were much more successful
in doing so.

My parents are also involved in my children’s
learning. It really warms my heart. My in-laws
have also gotten on board and are doing their
part. We don't have a business like my parents, but
we explore life with our own personal style and
the opportunities for discovery that we create:
hiking, museums, travel, and household manage-
ment. We can learn anywhere, anytime we want.

That's what educational diversity means to us:
being able to choose the right approach for our
children at the right time, in the context of our
family life.
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We therefore proposed to our daughters to conti-
nue their schooling at home. We took charge
of their education by using educational material
which was available to us and that met our expec-
tations. We then took the necessary steps with the
school board and the Ministry of Education. This
journey was not always easy, but with perseve-
rance we have followed this adventure through to
completion, and now our daughters are working
in the fields of their choice.

It is therefore a great pleasure to read, in Anais’
testimony, the description of the positive
impact that this unusual path has had in shaping
her life. There is no doubt that our goal has been
achieved. We are proud of her professional and
personal commitments. And it continues. These
days, we share wonderful learning moments with
our homeschooled grandchildren, completely
naturally, for the pleasure of it, like a game between
us that deepens our bond.

I hope that the Ministry of Education will one day
understand the richness of this option, and that it
will participate judiciously to support homeschoo-
ling based on the needs and wishes of the families
who make this choice.



Media often uses the same image

in articles about homeschooling:

a photo of a put-together mom with
calm kids, sitting around the kitchen
table, in front of an open workbook.

But homeschooling families know...
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MYTH1

All homeschooling families are part
of cult-like organizations or are very
religious people.

Christine Brabant is asso-
ciate professor, researcher at Université
de Montréal's Faculty of Education
and Doctor in Educational Sciences.
In 2013, in her book "L'école a la maison
au Québec : un projet familial, social
et démocratique”, she lists 50 diffe-
rent reasons given by homeschooling
parents in Quebec. Her conclusion?
Religious motivations are much less
important for parents across Quebec
and Canada than the desire to make
a family project out of their child's
education and the opportunity to offer
a learning environment tailored to each
child.

MYTH 3

MYTH 2

Closer supervision by

the state
ensures the best academic results for
homeschooled children.

In her thesis filed as part
of the
public hearings on Bill 144 in front

Special consultations and
of the Committee on Culture and
Christine

ports that there is no scientific data to

Education, Brabant re-
support the tight control of homeschoo-
ling. To this point, she cites a study
carried out in 2003 in all 50 Ameri-
can states. The study concluded that
there is no correlation between the
regulation of homeschooling by a state
and children's results in standardized
examinations.

Pursuing post-secondary studies after homeschooling is impossible

On the contrary, it's completely feasible! It's even possible to get a high

school diploma even after getting secondary education through homeschooling,

provided the teen passes the mandatory ministerial exams and follows a credit

recognition process. The University of Ottawa even dedicates an entire section of

its website to welcoming young homeschoolers looking to join their institution!

You will also find several living examples of this possibility in this magazine. The

less traveled path is still a valid road when it comes to finding your own way to the

diploma you covet!



MYTHA4 MYTH S5

Young people who learn in a context of home Homeschooling is on the rise.
education score lower on standardized tests.

In his 2001 study, "Homeschooling in In the last 20 vyears, the number
Canada”, Dr Brian D. Ray, teacher and president of of homeschooled children in Quebec has gone from
the National Home Education Research Institute, 388 to.. more than 8,300! The province even saw
reports that the average standardized test score a peak at nearly 12,000 children registered with the
of the 2,594 homeschooled in his study ranged Direction de 'Enseignement a la Maison in 2020, due
from the 74th and 84th percentile; the national to well-known circumstances. This is good news for
average is in the 50th percentile. Similar numbers several reasons, but particularly because increased
were reported by the Canadian Center for Home numbers allow for better quality studies and data on
Education in their 2003 Canada-wide study. the realities of homeschooling in Quebec! !

SOURCES & REFERENCES

1. BRABANT, C. (2017). Mémoire sur le projet de loi n°144 : Loi modifiant la Loi sur linstruction publique et dautres dispositions Iégislatives concernant principalement la gratuité des services
éducatifs et lobligation de fréquentation scolaire. Présenté a la Commission de la culture et de [education de [Assemblée nationale du Québec dans le cadre des consultations particulieres et
des auditions publiques sur le projet de loi no®144. Montréal, Québec : Université de Montréal. https://drive.google.com/open?id=1z]Tm{Gt33SjvDgjShMnylspRp-K&hWeU

BRABANT, C. (2013). L'école & la maison au Québec : un projet familial, social et démocratique. Presses de I'Université du Québec.
RAY, Brian D. (2001). Homeschooling in Canada. Education Canada, 41(1), 28-3.
VAN PELT, Deani (2003). Home education in Canada: A report on the pan-Canadian study on home education 2003

PARENTS, ENFANTS ET EDUCATEURS

CREONS ENSEMBLE
UN NOUVEL ECOSYSTEME
D'APPRENTISSAGES P X

pour accompagner
I'épanouissement
e nos enfants

www.patreon.com/lecoledesparents pafents .

ecoledesparentsmp@gmail.com

23 | MAG AQED



24 | SEPTEMBER 202